“carden School of Santa Cruz

Fifth Grade Curriculum Outline

READING

The Carden Reading program is built upon the following solid foundation pieces:

1. phonetic word attack skills

2. understanding of grammatical construction
3. 1identification and understanding of key ideas
4. vocabulary development

5. mental imagery

6. rhythm

Carden Readers are closely integrated phonetically with the spelling sequence and
grammatically with the language work. This unity builds understanding, self-
confidence, security, and success. The children learn to read thoughts, not just
words. Throughout the program emphasis is placed on thinking, enjoyment, and
uplifting qualities.

Class Book 5
Graduation Book 5

LITERATURE

Arabian Nights
The Merry Adventures of Robin Hood

LANGUAGE

Vocabulary development

Parts of speech: advanced

Parts of a sentence: advanced terminology and usage
All verb conjugations and forms

COMPOSITION

Summaries from literature

Composition forms to give students the tools to write well and with confidence
Creative writing

Research and reporting



SPELLING

All major rules
Mastery of advanced vowel chart
Extension into more difficult words from all subject areas

MATHEMATICS

Miss Carden’s arithmetic program, “The Language of Numbers,” emphasizes
comprehension and the communication of mathematical ideas rather than mere rote
learning. The result is a solid foundation based on understanding. Students are able to
talk through the mathematical processes and teach them back to the teacher.

All processes: virtually unlimited problem size

Advanced problem solving with proofs

Fractions, decimals and percentages

Measurement: all processes and conversions

Geometry, metric system, probability, graphs, and simple algebraic equations

DICTATION

Critical thinking and analysis
Questions for comprehension
Keywords and titles

Recall

HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY

U.S. history from the Revolutionary War to the Civil War
U.S. states and capitals
State reports

SCIENCE

Life Science: Bacteria and Plants: structure, physiological processes,
reproduction, and classification

Physical Science: Inside Earth: plate tectonics, volcanoes, earthquakes, minerals,
and rocks

Investigations and experiments culminating in an exhibit at the Science Fair.

MUSIC- One day a week with music teacher

Sight singing, pitch, rhythm, and performance
Music appreciation
Recorders and percussion instruments

ART - One day a week with art teacher

Students work indoors and outdoors with paints, charcoal, pencil, and ink
depicting realistic and abstract interpretations of models and ideas. The students
study a variety of artists and utilize their works for inspiration.



FRENCH - Three days a week with French teacher

Students continue with extensive vocabulary and grammar development including
irregular verb conjugations, plurals and negatives. There is increased emphasis
on conversation, culture, and geography.

CHESS - One day a week with chess teacher

Middle game strategies and openings to middle game transitions

PHYSICAL EDUCATION - Three days a week with P.E. teacher

Skill-building games and activities
President’s National Physical Fitness Program
Sportsmanship and Health

TYPING
Weekly lessons focus on proper finger placement and technique.

DRAMA - One day a week with drama teacher

Students learn to observe and analyze drama, understand formal elements of
drama, create and write original scripts, and perform for audiences.



